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attitude even towards them. Gentleness and love, I assure you, will
win us many an opponent who has hitherto given us battle. As
we progress, we will have many an occasion to be incensed by
writings, speeches and acts of our opponents. I would urge you
not to return their evil, if we believe it to be evil, with our evil
They are bound by no creed of non-violence as you and I are and
we need not be surprised nor angry for anything that they may
do. Let us take care of ourselves and the future is assured. I
thank you from the bottom of my heart for the great attention
that you have paid to the remarks that I have made before you.

The Hindu, 16-9-1921

54.   SPEECH AT WOMEN'S MEETING, MADRAS
September 16, 1921
Under the auspices of the Sarvajanik Mitra Mandal, Mahatma Gandhi
addressed a ladies meeting in Soundarya Mahal at 4.45 p.m* on Friday last..,.
Mahatmaji . . * addressed the meeting in Gujarati . . . and impressed
upon the audience the desirability and necessity of using swadeshi clothes.
He felt sorry to see that the ladies present were all dressed in foreign clothes.
He said that if they were offered rotis prepared in Japan and England they
will unhesitatingly refuse to consume them however delicious they may be. In
the same way they must make it a religious point not to use foreign clothes and
fineries at all because they are the source of the national degradation. He
advised the ladies to burn their foreign clothes and to make resolute deter-
mination to use only the hand-woven swadeshi clothes which must be prepared
by their own hands* He then dwelt upon the utility of the charkha and said
that it is the life-support of a widow, a companion of any forlorn woman and
now it must be a dear friend of every self-respecting Indian lady. Charkha
is a mechanism which does not require any great strength or skill to use it.
Even a poor weak boy can work at it.
Introducing Mrs. Mahomed Ali, Gandhiji said, that the ladies should
follow the example of Begum Sahiba. Her husband has been recently arrested
by the Government but she did not show the least sign of fear or nervousness.
She is dressed in khaddar although she has to wear heavier clothes than any of
you will have to do. He said that the ladies have a fancy for fineries but
they must always bear in mind that beauty does not lie in anything outward.
If a woman is good and dutiful she is beautiful, otherwise she is ugly. Exhort-
ing the audience Gandhiji said that if they have any sense of self-respect and
if they want to keep honour of their children and the nation at large, then
they must give up their liking for pomp and show and lead a simple, rigorous